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 Specifically, it was noted that gambling operators sometimes use social casino 

games to advertise gambling activities without legal restrictions because it is 

a game.
 Providing further support that frequent wins and perception of skills as a proc

ess by which social casino games to lead to online gambling, Hollingshead et al.
According to Blaszczynski and Nower&#39;s (2002) pathways model of problem and p

athological gambling, there are three distinct subgroups of gamblers, each with 

different pathways that manifest in problem gambling behaviors.
 In the model, the starting point is ecological factors, which include increased

 availability and accessibility.
 This pathway includes cognitive mechanisms such as irrational beliefs and illus

ion of control, which may manifest due to the inflated payout rates on social ca

sino games.
 Thus, the current study cannot speak to social casino games being a deterrent t


